My name /s
Roy Livingstor.
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I wasn’t "college material,” whick, \

whern I was youtig, was 4 polite
shorthand for sayitrg that I would
end up dead in a war or under a
bridge or /tr some sort of
harmburger robbery.

—

I divorced. And
until one week ago,
I was the marnager
of a pet sfore /rn
Eufavia, Alabara.
om0
The fowrn where I was
born and grew irfo
uneventful markfood.
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Z'm probably the gquy you imagine §

whern you fry fo picture all the
losers you went fo high school

with amalgamated info a single
humtarn being.
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IF and when you ever bother fo
worder about that erndless
parade of subpar mern and how
thelr lives eventually petered out:

Whoever’s reading this should
ktiow that I'm rot the hero
of this sfory.




| ry life was rever | % LN
very /nteresting. Y

OF course, a lot
has charnged over
the past week.
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So how does one go from beirg
the marager at the third largest
pet store i Southern Alabarma...
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...fo being the most
famous kumar beirrg
orn the planetz




f Or, at least; that's what we
Eufavla, Alabama was 7 fold ourselves. I doubt most
krowrr as the Big Bass e people thought foo much about
Capifal of the World. "

where fo go for a big bass
pllarimage.

So, i fruth,

we weren’t o
really krowr B
at all.

My father was

a fistory buff

He was also

obsessed with

obituaries. Which |

/s what history is, | 57-EGPU,Y>EP

I suppose. The WELL, WILL - ON A LANCMINE

world’s runming YOU LOOK AT FTER SAVING HIS NOW,

Db/'fﬂdl"y column. THAT? - PLATOON IN THAT’S AN
- ) = AFGHANISTAN. OBITUARY!
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70 my lad, the worst fate
imaginable was fo be fourrd
unworthy of three lines in the
Morntqormery Advertiser.

BUT BEFORE I DROPPED
OUT OF SCHOOL I TOLD MY
TEACHER-- NO, I PON’'T |
KNOW THE PYTHAGOREAN
THEOREM.

I KNOW WHERE
I'M GOING
WHEN I
PIE...

It probably didn’t help
that he was a Perntfecostal.
Believing, like most
Pentecostals, that the only
part of a sfory that fruly
matters is the end.

Though, as far as erndings
g0, I suppose IT've dorne
pretty well for myself




DON'T

| EVER LEAVE "\)‘ i
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He died of kherpes
| affer a monkey bit
| Hirr at 1he zoo.

I AIN'T GOIN'
NOWHERE.

| Now there’s
ar obitvary you
don’t want




Perfaps becavse,
/nside, we all
suspect that
healing is a form
of forgetting.

71 1y experience,
people are litfle more
than walkinng accurmiv—
lations of regret- And
o r7one moreso tharn
myself

But that's skipping fo - 7 i |
the end. And, despite my | ¢ \ A
Pentecostal upbringitia, {
I dor’t want fo get
there any faster thar
| T have fo.

But don’t be
foo hard orn
hirm.

In the end, we're all
lint rollers, picking up
pair and regret as we
roll along, strangely
unable fo put arry

of it dowrr.

I arm joined on 1y mission fo
Mars by Leopold and Albert;
two "'super-rovers,” by which
they mearn all-purpose Mars
rovers equipped with artificial
intelligence.
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They prefty much fake
care of everytting
onboard the ship.

e
“ I
@

I fact; my one arnd only duty ornboard \ ! LA \
1he Erimhorn /s fo furn a kmob that \ : 1\

clears the oxyger supply whenever . A the whole ship
the air gets a little stale. smell like peanuvt

T ’.’7 N B : A \ = sutter for about

= an hour.

For some unclear
| reasorn, this makes v

third largest pet sfore itr southerrn
Alabama was about fo become the
first humar being fo ever set

il 4 foot o Mars.




My circuitous journey frorr

pert sfore marager fo space
adventurer begarn fwo years
ago on the planet Mars.

A rover, orne of the
very first super-rovers
ever sent fo Mars, sent
an unexpected message
back fo Earth.

That it had fournd
a massive deposit
of corcentrated
natural gas deep
below the surface.

enerqy resouvrce, crearéd
auring the lush and verdant
arncient past of Mars.

Big news for a dying planet
that had almost exhavsted
its owrn enerqy resources
arnd never really fried very
hard fo develop rew ores.

Makitg whoever owrned
that gas the de factfo ruler
of the global ecorormry for

the foreseeable future.

According fo the report
the amrount of concentrated
natural gas fournd fo be orn

Mars was ernough fo fuel the
Eartth for several decades.




As you'd expect; the news
kicked up a ruckus here
ot Earth, as rnations
arqued over who owred
this, the most valvable

of all resources.

A

(,-f: Wars were
% threatened. ‘
o _ o
! But, i their wisdorm,

£ / they chose rot fo furm
Y. / the question of who
/ S owwned the gas info

a fight; but a race.

It was decided that
because ro human had ever
stepped foot orr Mars, ro
one could claim the mireral
wealth vrnderneart.
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...the first persorn
fo sef foof or Mars
gof fo claim the
whole catfish.




But fo get fo Mars would take fime.
Arnd a lot of probler solvitrg.

And that's where |
I came in handy.

The foughest litfle
rronkey nut beitrg
ot how fo get a
hutmar fo Mars--

IT'S WHAT
THE GUY AT THE
PET STORE

YOU SURE
THIS IS WHERE
HE LIVES?

It was the first time in
many years anyone
actvally weeded rme.

ROY? ROY
LIVINGSTON?

Someore they could
send fo Mars without
having fo brirg

them back.

Someone who
wouldn’t be
missed.




Here’s sometting I probably
should have merntiorned earlier--
I have sfage four cancer.
Zroperable. Wher they fold me,
I only had a few montths fo live.

a ¥ |

They explained fo me that I had a
| very rare form of carcer. One where
N The zero gravity would confuse the
bejeezus out of my carncer célls.

The carcer was
eating me aljve.
8 But, during the six
N months it fook me
fo fravel fo Mars,
the buffet would
be closed.

| OF course, Mars _ H
| would ther kill me [ ]
almost immediately, ek
but until then...
Id be just fine.

WE'LL BE
IN TOUCH, MR
LIVINGSTON.

FIRST,
OUR SINCERE
CONDOLENCES,
MR. LIVINGSTON.

SECONDLY,

WE HAVE AN
OPPORTUNITY THAT
MIGHT INTEREST
you.

They fold me fthat
they had chosern me
out of thousards of
carcer patients they
had screened through
their insurance
records.

Arnd the real egg inn the beer
was that; i excharnge for ny
service, they would pay ry
family fen million dollars.

YOU KNOW,
WHEN YOU THINK
ABOUT IT, YOU'RE
\ ACTUALLY QUITE
LUCKY.

Which reminded me of
something my meemaw orce
fold me. That most of what
people call luck is really just
falling out of a free...




A gqunskot fo the So I settled

head seemed ot jumpitrqg
easiest; but also off a bridge.
the messiest: So I — .
briefly considered

the gentler horrors

of ar amateur

harging.

But I just couldn’t
| 4o that fo Gary.
| He'd let me live in
| Fhat apartment
| for three years

without ever orce
| raising my rent

When the tfern miillion
dollars made ry
decisionr for me.

I had already
considered several
ways of doitrg

| r71yself in.

Ir addition fo beitrg
a clean gefaway, it
allowed ore the rare
arnd vnfettered
pleasure of a lorrg
distance freefall.
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I'd already begurn
scouting bridges when
the Mars people showed
up at my door.




\ sor packed the
few belorgings that
mattered fo me--

——and left my
life behind.

I fook a bus fo Huntsville.
7o the US Space ard
Rocket Center. I'd beer
there marny fimes as a Kid.

This place felt like the
future, back when we had
one. A srneak peek at all

the progress fo come.
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Now /’;/‘usf feels like one
more dead shoppitig mall.
A rmorument fo the good | 4

times of a bygone age. ¥ |
EE G -~ 4 Ili"im'J':?
- It’s rno three lines in the :"__"-'

Mortgomery Advertiser--

TRIT

-—but as ar epitaph for a
civilization... I suppose
7t have fo do.




I jmagined they had approached
me orr behalf of the United Stafes
government;, but as I would later
learrn, this was ot so.

AS YOU CAN SEE,
THIS CONTRACT CONTAINS

A NON-PISCLOSURE
AGREEMENT.

UNDER NO
CIRCUMSTANCES ARE YOU
TO SHARE WHAT YOU ARE
DOING WITH ANYONE. NOT
EVEN YOUR FAMILY.

THIS IS
MY BOSS,
JEFFREY
PHIPPS. ¢

GUITAR
PLAYER,
HUH?

IN FACT, AFTER
YOU SIGN THIS...

YOU WILL BE IN OUR
CUSTODY AT ALL

They had just W 7reir idea, fo send a termimally
rented an office [yW /Ml man fo Mars, was apparently
at the Rocket A a trump card they needed fo
] Center. \ profect at all costs.
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That last part was I mear, who
easier fo agree fo did I have -
tharn I imagined it fo fellZ
would be.
— | I hadn't
o | ever fold b
anyone that
= Z was sick. |
P e = =
e e, - o = o T
W 1 15&
) [ Besides, they would | G
\A| Jus? try to fak me gl You WON'T
; out of it Good-byes : REGRET THIS,

-

— W ¢ overrated. Best
= W just fo be gone.

Is it still called regret
when you couldrn’t have
done anything differentlyz




First, they sent me fo
or. Rubens for a physical.

Thoughy I dorn’t see why. |
We botth knew I was dying. [
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| Ard, I mearn,
wasn’t that the 1

| whole pointz [ X 3
y !B>< L " e 'l 8 YEP. YOU :

/ ) -. - el ARE SHOWING
| wasn't that why ] o MASSIVE CELL
h\ \TY (I ECENERATION.
] . e N FFN

YOU MAY BE THE
ONLY PERSON ON EARTH
WHOSE LIFE EXPECTANCY
IS IMPROVED BY
A TRIP TO MARS.

JUST LUCKY,
I SUPPOSE.

70 have mny
fall broker by
the floorZ

- ALMOST i
DONE HERE, A THAT HAT
MR. PHIPPS. BELONGED TO THE
; LATE GREAT STEVIE
RAY VAUGHN.
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I'rm ot sure why g :
| armyore would assurre / )
Z'd want 1Hs. v
[ |

L ]
k But I have to admit..

g /1S the best present
£






