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you 
guys! 

I don’t
 think we’re 

su!osed
to be out 

here… 

you
 wo"y t# 
much, new 

kid… 

wait 
up!  

it’s
just…are 

we…?  
rece$ is 
almost-- 

I mean,
what ha!ens 

if we get 
caught?  
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nobody’s
go!a

catch us. 

oh,
 j!z!
that’s 
like…

we’re
going on 
thr". 

ready??

it’s
fine, new 

kid! are you 
with us or 

not? 

I
don’t 
know, 
I’m… one, 

two… 

over 
fift"n 

f"t
down!
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guys…?

you
guys, 

that was 
crazy! 
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you
want to 
te! me 

why we’re 
here? 
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you
know it’s
 not easy 
for me to 
get out of 

work. 

did oliver
te! you what 
ha"ened, ms. 

p#t? 

mom, I
didn’t do 

anything! I 
was just--

oliver?
mrs. p#t? 
you can go 

in now. 

 it’s 
mi$.

mrs. p#t, 
oliver. have 

a seat. no sir.
I only just
got here. I 
had to get 
someone to 

cover my
shift.  

I’m
te!ing you, 
I didn’t do 
anything! I 
was trying 

to--  

two of
your son’s 

cla$mates have 
broken legs. they 

were climbing 
around on the 

old bridge 
and--

we
weren’t

climbing 
around! ryan 
and jackson
said that I 

could hang out 
with them
if we a!-- 
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ms. p!t,
we ca"ed

you in because 
we have a thr! 

strike policy 
here and--

mom, I
just…I’m 
trying to
fit in! I 

thought--

 oliver,
I…I didn’t 
even think 
that was a 
real thing 
kids did!

are
you ki#ing

 me?! that’s so…
generic?

mom! I
didn’t--

you jumped o$ 
a bridge!?

because
your friends 

were a! 
jumping o", 

t#?!

thr$?!
jesus, what

else did you do?
ki" two birds

 with one stone?

 he caused
a disturbance

in his w%dshop 
cla&. mr. vigil said

 he was jumping 
over the work-

benches. 

…and he
started a 
fire in the 
cafeteria. 

he 
what?!

that’s usua"y grounds
for i'ediate expulsion, but
 with the understanding that

it can be hard to be the
new student in

cla&… 
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“we’re suspending 
oliver for one w!k.”

your…
your best?
you jumped 

o" a…

listen… 

ever ok
for you to go 
jumping o" a 

bridge.  

suspended.
god, I just 
wish you… 

I can’t
a"ord
to take
a w!k

o"!

mom, I 
swear I’m 
trying my 

best. 

I
can’t 
lose 
you. 

you
could’ve 

b!n ki#ed! 
those other 

boys…

there’s no 
situation where 

that’s nece$ary.
I n!d you to

be safe, 

it is 
never…
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I don’t
n!d a 

babysi"er, 
mom. I’m 
twelve 
years
old! 

I 
hit my 
thumb. 

hopefu#y
mrs. reiter 
from next 
d$r can 
come sit
with you.

yeah? you’re so
responsible you’re 

se"ing fires and leaping 
a# over cla%r$ms? 

honestly, oliver…
what? 

you’re
just go&a 

say  I’m 
lying.  

what
about the 

fire? 

I hit my thumb. 
with a ha'er. 

and…

I was
bouncing 
o( the 
wa#s. 

and
 it hurt, 
and I…

I
don’t
want 
to…
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oliver…

I said
I’d eat it 

and when I 
bit into

it… 

s!?
you think 
I’m lying. 

jackson’s
dad got these 
pe"ers from 
his work and 

they’re like… 

spicier 
than any 
pe"ers 
around, 
right?  

and
 nobody 

would try 
one because 
just sme#ing 

them made 
the other 
kids cry. 

and
so I said
I’d eat

one…I just…
I wanted

them
to…  

I started to
 s! red. and I 

was coughing and 
choking and… 

I heard
a high…like,

a whistle? and
I blacked

out. 

probably
for, like, five 

seconds, I 
gue$. when I 

came to… 

my 
lunch 
tray

was on 
fire.  

you got
 a# your 

a$ignments, 
right?  
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yeah,
social studies 
presentation. 

this. 

l!ks 
g!d. 

l!k
kid, you and 
me? we’re

a" we n#d. 
I’m your 
culture.

you’re
saying my 
culture

is…

“our
family, our 
culture.”
so far, I 

got… 

for
real? we 

rea"y don’t 
have any 
family?  

what’s
 even our 
culture?   

 what’s
wrong

with that? 
we help 
people. 

I come 
from 

traveling 
nurses?
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ok,
suspension 

is not 
vacation… 

I 
got 
it!

I mean it. 
you’re doing 
homework. 
no games… 
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steady, fang,
old pal. these 

skele-t.r.o.n.s can’t 
hurt us if we stick 

together!

yipes!

we’! face
 anything that 
comes our way 
with the power 

of--

oliver,
the trash in the 
kitchen is over-

flowing! 

I 
got 
it!

no tv, 
either!

homework!

l"k at them,
fang. no muscles at 
a!. they don’t stand 

a chance against…

...fang?

fang?!

I
got it.  

 you were 
su!osed to take 

it out before 
sch"l! 
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g!z… 
when did 

we get a" 
these…  

sh#!
get out of 

here!  
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what’s
with this new 

neighborh!d?

There’s birds 
everywhere out 

there. wait…
are they 
crows?!

rea"y?
I haven’t 
noticed 

any. 

what’s the 
di#erence?

I
don’t 
know, 
why? 



 LETTERING BY PAT BROSSEAU 
UNCANNY VALLEY #1 PG 16

what is 
this?! 

what’s 
ha!ening?!

deliver the 
halfbreed! 

find the 
woman! 

take
the boy!
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are
those birds 

talking?!

mom?!
is this-- 

the woman! 
the woman!  

take
the boy!

when I say 
run, you run 

for the d!r! 
you got it?

run! 

just run, 
oliver!  

mom!!  

I’" 
explain 
late-- 
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don’t
stop! you 
have to 

run!

I
won’t 
leave 
you! 

go!! I
can take 
care of 
myself!! 

I’m
go!a get 

help!  
I’" 
get--
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git
o!a’ them, 
you dirty 
varmints!

the 
boy!  

take
the boy!
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both
of y’a! 
n"d to 

come with 
me, right 

now!

what…
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no!
 absolutely 

not! pe!y,
please. 

there’s no 
time!

oliver… 

you’re not 
su"osed to 

be here! mom…

mom,
what is that 

thing!?
is…it a 

cart#n?!

my
name isn’t 

pe!y.

my 
what?! 

this
is your 

grandpa.

hey, 
partner. 

don’t 
ca$ me…
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take
the boy!

take
the boy!

the 
boy! 

the 
boy! 

why, 
you…

this
isn’t…

this isn’t 
real!

come
 on, pe!y, 

we can 
make

it! 

dad…   

take
the boy!
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…don’t
let them 
take him…

mom! 
no! 

 go! I’! 
catch up.

I
can’t 
lose 
you.

 not 
without… 

you have 
to run.

mom,
no!

oliver,
when I 

te! you 
to run… 
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what
is…!

“...you run!” 
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what… 

what 
in… 

holy…
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come
on! I’!

take you to 
where it’s 

safe. 

my
 mom! 

we have 
to… 

now,
buckle 

up!

she’s
go"a be 
ok. she’s 

strong like 
you are. 

she’!
be right 
behind

us.  
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 those
crows…

they’re sti! 
coming! 
they’re 
sti!… 

what’s 
ha"ening to 

the sky? 

there’s
something…

something else
 is coming!

is that 
real?! son… 

here,
take the 
wh#l.

is 
that… 
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TO BE CONTINUED

it’s
a! 

real. 


