he planet ‘Aides was left
T irrevocably scarred by those
three years of warfare,
considered exceptionally brutal
B even by the rough standards of
that more bellicose age.

The Interplanetary Development Alliance,
though its resources were far from
exhausted, had found itself eager to shift
its focus from its rebellious former
member planet to the Orouran Empire and
the beginnings of its universal expansion.

_—

Thus, with the armistice of 4 Me: 3
armed conflict upon ‘Aides officially, mercifully
came to an end, though intermittent skirmishes
with Alliance loyalists and separatist movements
would continue in the years to come.

In this context, a mere
ten days following the
armistice, Oliver Gracchon,
commander of the ‘Aides

| Revolutionary Coalition,
made his celebrated
proclamation,

The Revolutionary
Coalition, intoxicated by
its improbable victory,
had dedicated itself to
creating something
theretofore unseen,
pre- or post-Dispersion.

0n 14 Messidor 525,
Commander Gracchon
relinguished control of
the planet to a truly
democratic, egalitarian
civilian council selected
by sortition.
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\ inaugural roster reflected the eclectic nature
of the Revolutionary Coalition itself.

S initially,the Freedom Guard, as it was popularly
known, was composed exclusively of individuals who
had made invaluable contributions to the war effort.

f Comprising the battalion's
science unit were physicist

Katja Usmansen and her

5 : g husband, medical doctor
The battalion was led by Gloria 3 7 Basil Usmansen.

I MacLiu was joined
Sunandez, an Alliance officer by his blood brother,

8 Ironically, Sunandez's Keen Surrako, . =
battalion also included whose United Though lauded for
Victor MacLiu, the Q) Surroko gave the ) her breakthroughs
S8 son of her erstwhile & former's fledgeling in orchaleum-based
Acting as Sunandez's right [ commander. Though (8 guerrila squadron £ weaponry, Katja's
hand was the robot Talun, | regardedasa 3 experiments came at

IDAS Dominion, the flagship of the |
notorious Commandant MacLiu

an experimental brilliant tactician, considerable personal 8
| battlefield analyst whose [l his contributions 2 cost to her and,
| evolving intelligence have been debated. especially, Basil.
prompted their defection i \
from the Alliance.

Most renowned, however,

was Marcus Kingvarti,

hero of the strike on the Finally, forming the

Alliance’s primary ‘Aides spiritual and

outpost and an exemplar mechanical core of

of revolutionary service. the new battalion
were Orthodox
Teomekhean Hora
Ha'Neel and
Reform Teomekhean
Fweha Ha'Gul.

The decision to include
Machinist votaries
from rival branches
was an emblematic one,
an idealistic overture
at moving beyond a
fractious past and
into a better future.
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